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President’s Introduction

Looking back over 2017, it is difficult to put into words the highs and lows of it: the steady
progress towards human development in some countries and some communities, and the
terrible crises and tragedies that have set others back decades in their pursuit of economic
and social wellbeing, good health, political stability and sustainable development.

Overseas Aid is, in many ways, Guernsey's window on the world: our opportunity as an
Island to make positive changes to the lives of others, in the midst of disasters, degrading
poverty and persistent disadvantage. | am proud that the Commission was able to provide
emergency support to organisations working with Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, fleeing
terrible persecution, in the second half of 2017. I'm grateful, too, that Guernsey played a
small part in responding to the world's biggest humanitarian crisis since World War Il — the
frighteningly widespread food insecurity and incipient famine that threatened millions in
Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan and Nigeria at the beginning of the year. With our own history
of receiving aid from outside in our darkest hour, Islanders can be rightly proud that we are
now in a position to raise others up —and to look forward to a time when those
communities, strengthened by our support, may be able to do the same.

While the Commission seeks to respond swiftly and compassionately to disasters and
emergencies, most of our work is through our routine grant-funding programme: the
gradual, patient work of building strong communities, with access to education, healthcare,
clean water, secure food supplies and sustainable livelihoods. Through this work, we
support projects which include a focus on disaster-preparedness, so that communities can
survive or bounce back from the worst that nature may throw at them. In a world where the
effects of climate change are increasingly felt, projects that focus on sustainability and on
resilience are only going to become more important in the years ahead.

| had the immense privilege, in late 2017, of visiting some of the projects which the
Commission had supported in Bangladesh, and seeing with my own eyes the positive impact
of the work done by the organisations which we support. Some details of my visit, as well as
Dr Nick Paluch's visit to Commission-supported projects in Myanmar, are included in this
annual report, together with reports from several of the projects that we funded in 2017.
These reports tell the story of the Commission's work: the way that carefully-chosen
projects, focusing on basic needs, can help to transform a community; the importance of
making sure that vulnerable or marginalised groups — women, children, people with
disabilities, very poor households, older people — are acknowledged in the way that projects
are planned and delivered, so that no one is left behind as a community develops.

The power of inclusive development is summed up in the words of one mother of a deaf-
blind son, whose world was changed by an education project led by Sense International and
funded by the Commission:

"I used to feel ashamed and keep my eyes down. Now | feel more self-confident
because I learned that he has rights like everyone else and should be treated like
anyone else. Now, | no longer look down — | keep my head high and stand up for my
son."
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At the end of 2017, the States confirmed their ongoing support and funding for Overseas
Aid and Development. The Commission looks forward to continuing its work in 2018, and to
exploring exciting new opportunities for impact investment, Fairtrade, match-funding
partnerships and more. As ever, it is only thanks to the hard work and commitment of the
Commissioners and the Commission Secretary that we can continue to do justice to the

hundreds of projects we are asked to fund each year, and | am endlessly grateful to them for
all that they do.

Deputy Emilie Yerby
President
Overseas Aid & Development Commission
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1. The Commission and the Commissioners

In 2017, the Commission continued to focus on its endeavours on the delivery of its grant
aid programme, the core area of its mandate. The projects supported through grant aid
provide sustainable improvements which address basic needs in the areas of health,
education, water and sanitation, food security and sustainable livelihoods.

During 2017, the membership of the Commission remained unchanged.

The Commission also sought to strengthen its working partnerships with development aid
charities. During 2017, the Commission received presentations from a number of charities
about their work and the progress of projects funded by the Commission.

The Commission places great importance on these meetings as they provide an opportunity
for the Commissioners to hear first-hand from the charities about their work and, in particular
the challenges the charity faces when delivering development aid in-country.

In September 2017, a number of
ThE‘ LEPI'DS}’ Islanders attended an open meeting
M iSSiﬂn held at Les Cotils Centre t9 hear ? talk

by Dr Zaw Moe Aung, National Director
England and Wales  for The Leprosy Mission for England

and Wales (“TLMEW”) in Myanmar.

During his talk, Dr Zaw thanked the people of Guernsey for all the help and assistance he
has received through the Overseas Aid & Development Commission.

Dr Zaw explained to the audience how
TLMEW run one of only two hospitals in
Myanmar with specialist facilities for the
care of leprosy patients and he went on
to explain how his work with leprosy
sufferers has led to him playing a leading
role in his country as an advocate for
disability rights and inclusiveness.

At the start of the evening the team from TLMEW outlined the work they are doing in 10
other countries around the world and Commissioner Dr Nick Paluch showed a film about the
clean water and schools project he had visited in Eastern Shan State, Myanmar in February
2016 (see also Commission 2016 Annual Report).

This was a project funded by a grant of £39,815 from the Commission in 2016. The project
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had enabled TLMEW to build four village primary schools and 220 household latrines, two
gravity flow water systems and two mini hydro-electric power units. Altogether a total of
2,000 people in 13 remote leprosy affected villages had been given a helping hand towards
a sustainable future.

The following pictures taken by Dr Paluch show some of the schools and water facilities
constructed with funding from the Commission, now fully operational.

TLMEW explained,

“The project is in partnership with Christian Leprosy Mission, Eastern Shan (CLMES), a
local NGO originally started by a local doctor 30 years ago. With local monitoring
and capacity building support provided through The Leprosy Mission Myanmar
(TLMM), CLMES has worked closely with village headmen, religious leaders and the
local people to identify and prioritise their needs. Leprosy stigma is still very strong in
north-eastern Myanmar and people affected by leprosy are often driven out of their
villages and are forced to form separate isolated communities, which are extremely
poor. This in turn affects successive generations as they are also stigmatised, despite
not having had leprosy themselves.”

In September 2017, Deputy Yerby travelled to Bangladesh as part of a delegation from
Guernsey attending a Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Forum. She took the
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