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Deaths registered weekly in Guernsey, provisional: week ending 18" April 2020

Summary

As a result of COVID-19 mortality, the number of deaths registered in Guernsey during week 15 of 2020 exceeded
the ten-year average for the same week in the period 2001-19. When COVID-19 deaths were excluded, no residual
excess mortality was observed for weeks up to and including week 16 of 2020.

Details of deaths registered in Guernsey from 01/01/2010 to 18/04/20 were extracted by the Health
Intelligence Unit, Public Health Services, on 23/04/20*. These were examined to determine the impact of the
on-going COVID-19 pandemic on local death registrations for deaths from all causes.

The first death from COVID-19 occurred in Guernsey during week 13 and was registered in week 14. Therefore
it is weeks 14 to 16 (Table 1, shaded) where one would expect the impact of COVID-19 mortality to be seen.

Table 1. Death registrations in Guernsey during weeks 1-16 of 2020, with comparison figures from 2010-19.

Week 5020 2020 gexclgding COVID-lI9 Avgrage all-cause registrations
number (all causes) and ‘possible/probable in the 10 years 2010-19
COVID-19) (range)
1 6 6 8 (0-14)
2 13 13 13 (7-23)
3 11 11 13 (4-19)
4 9 9 13 (7-23)
5 8 8 13 (7-20)
6 7 7 12 (5-19)
7 12 12 10 (6—15)
8 14 14 13 (6-20)
9 11 11 11 (6-17)
10 11 11 9 (6-21)
11 12 12 9 (4-16)
12 10 10 12 (5-19)
13 9 9 11 (6-14)
14 12 9 12 (7-19)
15 20 13 12 (7-20)
16 8 5 11 (5-18)

Numbers of all-cause registrations during 2020 were close to or lower than the ten-year average for weeks 14
and 16. In week 15, however, the count of registrations (n=20) exceeded the ten-year average (Figure 1, week
15 green bar) and was at the top of the range of values seen in single years between 2010 and 2019 (Table 1).
This is likely to reflect excess mortality during 2020 due to COVID-19.

Mortality from non-COVID-19 causes

Excess mortality from other causes could potentially have occurred as a secondary, indirect effect of the COVID-
19 pandemic, i.e. in the event that there had been reduced access to timely medical care for other conditions.

! Source: Guernsey Greffe Registrations.




To investigate this, death registrations relating to COVID-19 or ‘possible/probable’ COVID-19 were removed and
the remaining registration counts examined. With COVID-19 deaths removed registration counts were found to
be in line with, or lower than, average weekly registration counts for the previous ten years (Figure 1, weeks 14—
16 blue bars). This suggests there has been no adverse impact on all-cause mortality to date.
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Figure 1. Weekly Guernsey death registrations during 2020 and 2010-19.

As the pandemic continues further monitoring will allow these findings to be kept under review.



