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Section 1: The Rules of Procedure of the States of Deliberation  
 

Accounts (Annual Accounts of the States) Rules  

- Date and business of Meeting  1.(2) &  9.(3) 

- Publication of Accounts and Propositions    3.(12) 

  

Adjournments  Rules  

- Meeting adjourned to the next or alternative day 6.(3) & (4) 

- Request for adjournment by Member opening or replying to debate 17.(3) 

- Adjourned/deferred items to be included on Schedule for next 
meeting 

3.(15) 

- Adjourning the Meeting in a case of grave disorder 8.(8) 

  

Appendix Report  Rules 

- Submission and circulation of an appendix report  3.(3) 

- Motion to debate an Appendix Report: Process and debate 20 

  

Appointments laid before the States: motion to annul Rule 19  

  

Attendance of Meetings   Rules 

- Roll Call  7.(3) 

- If absent at Roll Call, Members must be relevé(e) to speak or vote 7.(5)  

  

Billet d’État Rules 

- Presiding Officer convenes meeting by means of a Billet d’État  2.(1) 

- States’ Greffier issues the Billet d’État for Ordinary & Special Meetings 2.(2) & (3) 

- Issue of an additional Billet d’État for an existing meeting 2.(4) 

Budget (Annual Budget of the States) Rules 

- Date and business of Meeting 1.(2) & 9.(3) 

- Publication of Budget and Propositions     3.(13) 

- Amendment/Sursis to a Proposition 24.(2)(c) 
  

Business of the Meeting  Rules 

- Definition of ‘Ordinary’ and ‘Special’ Meeting 30 

- Order of Business at an Ordinary Meeting 9.(1) & (2) 

- Business at a Special Meeting  9.(3 

- Timing of consideration of Rule 18 urgent propositions 9.(4) 
  

Closure and Voting  Rule 26 

- See Rules of debate and Voting below  



 

  

Convening of Meetings  Rule 2 

- Presiding Officer convenes meeting by means of a Billet d’État  2.(1) 

- Presiding Officer can convene a Meeting if circumstances require 2.(5)  

  
Dates of Meetings  Rule 1 

- Dates of States’ Meetings proposed in a policy letter from SACC   1.(1) 

- Ordinary Meetings to commence on Wednesday 1.(2) 

- Special Meetings to commence on Tuesday 1.(2) 

- Dates of States’ Meetings 2020 - 2024 Schedule 1 

  

Declaration of direct or special interest   Rules  

- Question Time: Requirement to disclose direct or special interest  11.(7) 

- Urgent Questions: Requirement to disclose direct or special interest  12.(7) 

- Declaration of direct or special Interest prior to speaking/voting 17.(15) & (16) 

- Members not precluded from voting by reason of declaration 17.(17) 

  

Directives from States’ Greffier  Rule 3 

- On submission of a proposition and any accompanying documents   3.(23) 

  

Elections Rules 

- Proposition submitted by the Presiding Officer  3.(2) 

- Order of Elections 16.(1) & (2) 

- Elections where the number of candidates exceeds number of 
vacancies 

16.(3)  

- Elections of Presidents of Committees  16.(4)  

- Elections of Members of the Policy & Resources Committee 16.(5)  

- Elections of Members of Committees 16.(6) 

- Elections of non-sitting Members to States’ Trading Supervisory 
Board 

16.(7) 

- Elections of Chairman or Members on a non-governmental body  16.(8) 

  

Hours of Sitting  Rule 6 

- Ordinary hours of sitting  6.(1) & (2)  

- Meeting adjourned to the next or alternative day 6.(3) & (4) 

  

Interjections during speeches  Rule 

- Point of Order 17.(10), (11) & (13) 

- Point of Correction 17.(11) & (13)  

- Give Way 17.(12) & (13) 

- Members speaking to resume seat during interjections 17.(14) 



 

  

Interpretation (Definitions)  Rule 30 

Legislation for approval (Projet de Loi and Ordinance)  Rules  

- Publication of propositions    3.(11)(a)  

- Original Proposition accompanied by a brief explanatory 
memorandum approved by HM Procureur 

3.(21) 

- Amendment/sursis to a Proposition to approve a Projet de Loi or 
draft Ordinance  

24.(2)(c) 

  

Legislation laid before the States (Statutory Instrument & Ordinance) Rules 

- Accompanied by a brief explanatory memorandum approved by HM 
Procureur 

3.(21) 

- Motion to annul, process to be followed  19 

  

Letter of Comment on items submitted to the States Rule 3 

- Policy & Resources Committee’s letter of comment  3.(19) 

- Scrutiny Management Committee’s letter of comment  3.(19) 

  

Minority Report Rule 3  

- Submission of a minority report by a Member of a Committee  3.(22) 

  

Motion to annul a Statutory Instrument, Ordinance or appointment  Rule 19 

Motion of censure  Rule 22 

Motion of no confidence  Rule 21 

Motion to withdraw an article or proposition by sponsoring Committee 
or Requérants 

Rule 24.(12)  

  

Opening of Meetings   Rule 7 

- Attendance of Lieutenant Governor 7.(1) 

- Prayers 7.(2) 

- Roll Call  7.(3) 

- Convening notice 7.(4)  

  

Order and Conduct at Meetings  Rule 8 

- Presiding Officer maintains order, assisted by the HM Sheriff/HM 
Sergeant  

8.(1) & (4) 

- States’ Members cannot communicate with public gallery 8.(2)  

- Presiding Officer can issue directives regarding presentation/conduct 8.(3) 

- Members must observe due decorum and observe rulings of the 
Presiding Officer 

8.(5) 

- Irrelevant or tedious repetition during speeches 8.(6) 

- Grossly disorderly or offensive conduct by a Member 8.(7) 



 

  

- Adjourning the Meeting in a case of grave disorder 8.(8) 

  

Policy Letter Rule 3 

  

Policy & Resource Plan  Rule 23 

- Phases and reporting  23.(1) to (8) 

  

Propositions: Original  Rules 

- Definition 30 

Information to be included:    

- Proposition submitted to HM Procureur for advice on any legal or constitutional 
implications.     

4.(1) 

- Committee or Requérants preferred date when the item should be considered 
by the States 

4.(2)  

- Estimate of financial implications to the States  4.(3)  

- Propositions submitted unanimously or by a majority of the Committee 4.(4) 

- How propositions relate to the work of the Committee, contribute to States’ 
objectives and plans and any consultation undertaken  

4.(5) 

Submission and publication   

- Submission of Propositions  3.(10) & (11)  

- Publication and circulation  3.(5) & (6)  

Other   

- Proposition to note construed as neutral motion 3.(24) 

  

Propositions: Secondary (Amendments, Sursis etc.)  Rules 

- Definition 30 

- Submission, process and publication  24.(1)  

- Secondary propositions subject to 5 working day submission 
deadline 

24.(2)  

- Requirement for an estimate of financial implications of 
proposition  

4.(3)  

- Amendments to Schedule for Future States’ Business 3.(8) & (16) 

- Order of debate of secondary propositions   24.(9)  

- Laying an amendment in the States 24.(3) 

- Requesting an amendment be read by the Greffier  24.(3) 

- Requesting Members who support to debate to stand, if fewer than 
seven stand, the amendment will not be debated or voted on 

24.(4)  

- Amendment that goes further than the original proposition, motion 
that amendment is not debated/voted on 

24.(6)  

- Right of sponsoring Committee/Requérant to speak immediately 
after the opening speech or before reply on amendment/sursis 

24.(8) 



 

  

- Debate on a sursis must be strictly limited to the sursis 24.(5) 

  

Propositions: Urgent  Rules 

- Submission of urgent propositions  18 

- Timing of submission of Rule 18 propositions 9.(4)  

  

Question Time  Rule 11 

- Questions to Committee Presidents, subject to certain conditions 11.(1) & (2)  

- Questions where information sought is in the public domain  13 

- Submission of questions: recipients and timeframes 11.(2)(e) 

- Responses to questions: recipients and timeframes 11.(3) 

- Order of questions  11.(5)  

- Supplementary questions: rules, duration etc.  11.(4) 

- Duration of Question Time 11.(6)  

- Requirement to disclose direct or special interest  11.(7) 

  

Questions: Urgent  Rule 12 

- Urgent questions to Committee Presidents, subject to certain 
conditions 

12.(1) & (2) 

- Questions where information sought is in the public domain  13 

- Timing of questions during the Meeting  12.(3)  

- Responses to questions: recipients and timeframes 12.(4)  

- Supplementary questions  12.(5) 

- Duration 12.(6) 

- Requirement to disclose direct or special interest  12.(7) 

  

Questions: Written  Rule 14 

- Submission of questions: recipients and timeframes 14.(1)  

- Responses to questions: recipients and timeframes 14.(2)  

- Publication and circulation of questions and answers  14.(3) & (4) 

  

Questions: Other provisions  Rule 15 

- On the grounds of public interest, the Presiding Officer can decline 
a question to be put, or rule that a question need not be answered. 

15 

  

Register of Members’ Interest Rule 29 

- Register maintained and available for inspection in person and 
online  

29.(1) & (2)  

- Declaration required within 7 days of election and annually in July  29.(3)  

  



 

  

Register of Members’ Unspent Convictions  Rule 29 

- Register maintained and available for inspection in person  29.(5) & (6)  

- Declaration required within 7 days of election and annually in July  29.(7)  

  

Requête Rule 28 

- Definition  30  

- Submission of Requête 3.(1) & 28.(1)  

- Consultation on a Requête  28.(2)  

- Consulted Committees right to speak immediately after debate 
opened and immediately before the reply to the debate 

28.(3)  

  

Rules of debate Rules 17 & 26 

- Closure of debate 26 

- Members must always address the Presiding Officer, not Members  17.(1) 

- Members opening and closing debate 17.(2) 

- Request for adjournment by Member opening or replying to debate 17.(3) 

- Reply to debate can only respond to points raised in debate 17.(4) 

- Member to stand and wait to be called before speaking  17.(5) 

- Debate must be relevant to the matter before a Meeting  17.(6) 

- The Presiding Officer may ask if any Members wishes to express a 
contrary view to the generality of the views expressed up to that 
point in the debate 

17.(7) 

- Members may only speak once unless specified in the Rules  17.(8) 

- “Green Paper” proposals (i.e. ones of general policy where 
propositions should be considered without amendment)  

17.(9) 

- Declaration of Special Interest prior to speaking/voting and extent 
of that interest to be declared 

17.(15) & (16) 

- Request the Presiding Officer close debate (‘Guillotine Motion’) 26.(1)  

  

Schedule for Future States’ Business Rules 3 & 9 

- Drafting of the Schedule  3.(7) to (9) 

- Submission and circulation of Schedule  3.(14)  

- Amendments to Schedule   3.(8) & (16) 

- Speeches on Amendments to Schedule  3.(18) 

- Adjourned/deferred items to be included on Schedule for next 
meeting 

3.(15) 

- Special Meetings listed in Schedule  3.(20) 

- Ordinary meeting cannot close until Schedule determined 9.(2)  

  

Seating arrangements  Rule 5 

Sitting in Committee in the States of Deliberation  Rule 25 



 

  

Statements  Rule 10 

- Rota of general update statements proposed in a policy letter from 
SACC   

1.(1)  

- Personal statement  10.(1) 

- Statement correcting information previously provided by a 
Member   

10.(1) 

- Resignation statement (after resignation tendered)  10.(2) 

- Committee statement and subsequent question time  10.(3)  

- General update statement by Committees/States of Alderney and 
subsequent question time 

10.(4) & (5) 

  

Submission of items  Rule 3 

  

Sursis / Sursis Motivé Rule 24 

- Definition  30  

- Submission of a Sursis  24.(1) & (2)  

- Debate must be strictly limited to the sursis 24.(5) 

- Rules of debate on a sursis 24.(8) 

  

Taxation – proposals relating to and their financial implications  Rule 27 

  

Uprating of non-contributory benefits policy letter  Rules 

- Meeting to be convened on first Tuesday in November  1.(2) 

- Publication of propositions    3.(13) 

  

Voting  Rules 

- Order 26.(8)  

- Declaration of direct or special Interest prior to speaking/voting 17.(15) & (16) 

- Member must vote from seat in the States’ Chamber 26.(2) 

- Members must use their microphone in recorded votes 26.(2) 

- Proxy Vote (for new parents) 26.(3), (4)-(6),(13)    

- Proxy Vote (during CCA emergency)    26.(3)(A), (4)-(6)    

- Recorded votes 26.(7) 

- Request for fresh division to take place if accuracy challenged 26.(9) 

- Proposition carried if supported by the nearest whole number 
above one-half of the Members voting (unless otherwise stated) 

26.(10) 

 

 

 



 

  

Section 2: Committees of the States and Rules of Committees   
 

Amendments to mandates Rule 58 

Committee Correspondence  Rule 48 

Committee Membership  Rule 35 

Definitions  Rule 32 

- List of all Committees   

  

Declaration of Interest and Unspent Convictions Rules  

- Declaration of Interest at Committee Meetings 49 

- Non-States’ Member: lodged with and published by the Greffier  36 & 46.(5) 

  

Elections  Rules  

- Elections of Presidents and Members of Committees  37.(3)  

- Replacement of Committee Members  37.(4)  

- No limit on number of times a person can be elected to the same 
office 

38 

- See ‘Vice Presidents’ for details of their election 44 

  

Establishment of other Committees  Rule 54 

Interpretation  Rule 33 

Lead Members  Rule 45 

Meetings with third parties  Rule 47 

Membership of a Member hindering Committee fulfilling its mandate  Rule 37(8) 

Members of more than one Committee  Rule 39 

Nominations of candidates for election by the States   Rule 36 

  

Non-voting Members Rules 

- Election and role  46.(1)  

- Requirement for provision of Declarations to the Committee  46.(1) 

- Declarations lodged with and published by the Greffier  36 

- After election, letter to Presiding Officer for publication  46.(5) 

- After resignation or office terminated letter to Presiding Officer for 
publication  

46.(6) 

  

Officers   

- Accountability of Officers Rule 56 

- Presence of officers, etc. at Committee meetings Rule 55 

- Support provided to Committees Rule 57 

  



 

  

Performance of functions…  Rules 51 & 52 

- … by members of Committees 51 

- … by other Committees  52 

Presence of officers, etc. at Committee meetings Rule 55 

Presiding at Meetings  Rule 41 

  

Quorum Rule 40 

- Nearest whole number above one-half of voting members 40.(1) & 2 

- Quorum for P&RC exercising Article 66(3) Reform Law functions is two 
members 

40.(3)  

- Quorum for STSB includes two States’ Members 40.(4)  

- Insufficiency of Members post-Election and replacements 40.(5) & (6) 

- Insufficiency of Members at other times and replacements 40.(7) 

  

Register of appointments Rule 50 

- Notifying States Greffier of such appointments for the ‘Register of 
Appointments’  

50 

  

Remote Attendance at Committee Meetings  Rule 40 

- Member can request to participate and vote at meetings remotely  40.(8)  

- Request for remote attendance determined by Member presiding at 
the meeting 

40.(9)  

- Circumstances in which remote attendance may cease during meeting 40.(10)  

- Remote attendance rules apply to sub-committees 40.(11) 

  

Resignation of Member Rules 

- Resignation submitted in a letter to the Presiding Officer  37.(5) & 46.(6) 

- Resignation takes effect on a proposition being laid for the election of 
a successor (for non-States’ Members, resignation takes effect 
immediately) 

37.(4)  

46.(3) 

- Member ceases to be a sitting Member of the States, deemed to have 
resigned 

37.(6) 

- If a Member is elected to a Committee whose constitution precludes 
membership of existing office, Member shall be deemed to have 
resigned from that office 

39 

  

States’ Investigation & Advisory Committee  Rule 53 

Support provided to Committees Rule 57 

  

Term of office  Rules 

- Office of Presidents and Committee Members  37.(1)  



 

  

- Office of non-sitting Members of the States for members of the STSB  37.(2)  

- Non-voting Members term expires at the end of a States’ term 46.(1)  

- Termination of term of office of Non-voting Members  46.(4)  

  

Vice-Presidents Rules 

- Requirement to elect a Vice-President  43.(1) & (2)  

- Elected at the first meeting of the Committee  43.(3)  

- Election of Vice-President (process to be followed) 44  

- If new President elected, term of office of Vice-President terminated  43.(4) 

- Replacement of Vice-President who ceased membership prior to the 
end of term 

43.(5)  

  

Voting Rule 42 

- If Committee equally divided, proposition lost 42 

 


