
[1] Improved grassland has been 
agriculturally improved with applications 
of fertilisers or pesticides which has 
reduced the abundance of plants within 
the sward to less than 8spp/m2

MEADOWS
WILDFLOWER

[2] Amenity grassland is intensively 
managed and closely mown grasslands

[3] Cultivated means it has received 
treatments of fertilisers or has been 
rotovated and reseeded

Is the land within a domestic 
curtilage or other similar 
area where you would 
expect to find a ‘flowerbed’?

Is the site an area of 
improved grassland [1] or 
amenity grassland [2]?

Is the land within 100m 
of a Site of Special 
Significance?

Has the land been 
cultivated [3] within the 
past eight years?

Is the site an area 
of improved [1] or 
amenity [2] grassland?

Is the land within 100m of a 
Site of Special Significance?

This land may already 
be of conservation 

value, consider 
discussing any 

proposed changes 
with an ecologist.

Consider increasing 
the diversity of the site 
without disturbing the 
soil, by oversowing or 

interplant with 
wildflowers.

It is possible to create a 
wildflower meadow with little 
risk to the environment and 
seed used does not need to 
be locally sourced. Ensure 
that no potentially invasive 
species are sown and select 

native species where 
possible.

You may wish to 
increase the diversity 

of the site using 
locally sourced green 

hay or wildflower 
seed from a suitable 

donor site.

This land may already be of 
conservation value and it’s 

probably not appropriate to 
sow a wildflower meadow 
here. Consider discussing 
any proposed changes to 
the site with an ecologist.

This land may already be of 
conservation value and it’s 

probably not appropriate to sow 
a wildflower meadow here. 

Consider introducing a sensitive 
management regime to allow 

the wildflower diversity to 
increase from the existing 

seedbank.

YES

You may wish to 
increase the diversity of 

the site using locally 
sourced green hay or 

wildflower seed from a 
suitable donor site.

Has the land been 
cultivated [3] within the 
past eight years?
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Consider increasing 
the diversity of the 

site using native 
wildflower seed.
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