
BILLET D’ÉTAT
WEDNESDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2007

1. Housing Department – Resignation of Minister, p. 587

2. Treasury and Resources Department – Resignation of Minister, p. 591

3. House Committee - Amendment to the Rules of Procedure of the States of Deliberation, p. 594

APPENDIX

Letters of Resignation from the Chief Minister, Minister for the Commerce and Employment

Department, Minister for the Culture and Leisure Department, Minister for the Education Department,

Minister for the Environment Department, Minister for the Health and Social Services Department,

Minister for the Home Department, Minister for the Public Services Department, Minister for the

Social Security Department, p. 596

VII
2007

Price £1.50Printed by Image Group, Caslon Court, Pitronnerie Road, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 3NE



B  I  L  L  E  T    D ’ É  T  A  T 
 

___________________ 
 

 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE STATES OF 

 
THE ISLAND OF GUERNSEY 

 
____________________ 

 
 

 
 I have the honour to inform you that a Meeting of the 

States of Deliberation will be held at THE ROYAL COURT 

HOUSE, on WEDNESDAY, the 28th FEBRUARY, 2007, 

immediately after the meeting already convened for that day by 

Billet d’État No V, containing the Public Accounts Committee 

Report entitled “Investigation into the Award of the Clinical 

Block Contract”, to consider the items contained in this Billet 

d’État. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. R. ROWLAND 
Bailiff and Presiding Officer 

 
 
 

The Royal Court House 
Guernsey 
13th February 2007 

 



To The Members of the States of the Island of Guernsey: 
 

RESIGNATION OF CHIEF MINISTER AND MINISTERS 

Members are asked to note that I have received letters of resignation from eleven 
Deputies from the offices of Chief Minister and Ministers of all ten Departments of the 
States. 
 
It should be noted that a number of Ministers have, on reflection, amended their letters 
of resignation.  Except where otherwise stated, the letters contained within this Billet 
d’État are dated the same as the date of the original letter received by my office. 
 
The following Ministers have asked that their resignation be without debate by the 
States: 
 
Chief Minister, Deputy Laurence Charles Morgan  
Commerce and Employment Department, Deputy Stuart John Falla, MBE 
Culture and Leisure Department, Deputy Peter Raphael Sirett 
Education Department, Deputy Martin Andrew Ozanne 
Environment Department, Deputy Bernard Marcel Flouquet  
Health and Social Services Department, Deputy Peter John Roffey 
Home Department, Deputy Michael William Torode 
Public Services Department, Deputy William Mather Bell 
Social Security Department, Deputy Mary May Lowe 
 
The nine resignation letters from the Chief Minister and the Ministers listed above are 
included herewith as an Appendix, published in alphabetical order of the Departments.   
 
At this present time, the Chief Minister and Ministers continue to hold their offices.   
They cease to hold those offices on the election by the States of a successor.  Members 
are reminded that Rule 7 (3) of The Constitution and Operation of States Departments 
and Committees reads as follows: 
 
“Term of Office 
 
If the Chief Minister, the Deputy Chief Minister, a Minister of a Department or the 
Chairman of a States Committee tenders his resignation from that office in a letter to 
the Presiding Officer, and does not include in that letter a request that the matter be 
debated by the States, his resignation shall automatically take effect on the election by 
the States of his successor.” 
 
Should the States so decide, a Minister who resigns could be re-elected to be the 
Minister of the Department of which s/he is currently the Minister.  The same applies to 
the Chief Minister.  Members are reminded that Rule 8 of The Constitution and 
Operation of States Departments and Committees reads as follows: 
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“Officeholders eligible for re-election 
 
No limit shall be set on the number of times that a person may be elected by the States 
to the same office, whether consecutively or otherwise.” 
 
It is likely that the election for the office of Chief Minister will take place on Monday 
05 March 2007 (Members should note that there are specific procedures laid out in Rule 
20 of the Rules of Procedure relating to the election of a Chief Minister.   Within this 
Billet d’État, the House Committee has submitted a Report to enable the States to 
consider part of those Rules).  It is likely that the elections for the offices of Ministers of 
the Departments (as required) will take place on Wednesday 07 March 2007.  I will 
publish the relevant Billet(s) d’État in due course.   
 
I should advise that Deputy Flouquet, having tendered his resignation as Minister of the 
Environment Department, will cease to be the Deputy Chief Minister when his 
resignation as the current Minister of the Environment Department takes effect.  The 
election for Deputy Chief Minister will follow the elections for the offices of Ministers 
of the Departments, as only a Minister is eligible for election as Deputy Chief Minister. 
 
It should be noted that, depending on the outcome of the elections of the Chief Minister 
and Ministers, it might be necessary to hold elections for Chairman of a Committee or 
for Members of Departments or Committees.   If such further elections are necessary, it 
is anticipated that they could be held on Friday 09 March 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. R. ROWLAND 
Bailiff and Presiding Officer 

 
 
 
The Royal Court House 
Guernsey 
8th February 2007 

 

586



HOUSING DEPARTMENT 
 

RESIGNATION OF MINISTER 
 
 

The Minister of the Housing Department, Deputy David Brian Jones, has asked that his 
resignation be without debate by the States only if the States considers the ‘Public 
Accounts Committee – Investigation into the Award of the Clinical Block Contract’ 
Report (Billet d’État V) prior to this matter.  That is, if that Public Accounts Committee 
Report is not considered first by the States then Deputy Jones has asked that his 
resignation be debated by the States. 
 
Deputy Jones’ resignation letter is attached herewith. 
 
 
 
 
 

G. R. ROWLAND 
Bailiff and Presiding Officer 

 
 
 
The Royal Court House 
Guernsey 
8th February 2007 
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The States are asked to decide:- 
 

Whether after consideration of the letter dated 31st January 2007 from Deputy David 
Brian Jones, they are of the opinion:- 

 
I.-  To accept the resignation of Deputy D B Jones as Minister for the Housing 
Department. 
 
 
(NB As explained to the Bailiff, Deputy Jones will seek leave to withdraw this 

item in the event that the States has already debated the Report dated 25th 
January, 2007, from the Public Accounts Committee Report entitled 
“Investigation into the Award of the Clinical Block Contract” contained in 
Billet d’État No V.) 
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TREASURY AND RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
 

RESIGNATION OF MINISTER 
 

 
The Minister of the Treasury and Resources Department, Deputy Lyndon Sean Trott, 
has asked that his resignation be debated by the States. 
 
Deputy Trott’s resignation letter is attached herewith. 
 
 
 
 
 

G. R. ROWLAND 
Bailiff and Presiding Officer 

 
 
 
The Royal Court House 
Guernsey 
8th February 2007 
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The States are asked to decide:- 
 
Whether after consideration of the letter dated 1st February 2007 from Deputy Lyndon 
Sean Trott, they are of the opinion:- 

 
II.-  To accept the resignation of Deputy L S Trott as Minister for the Treasury and 
Resources Department. 
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 HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 

AMENDMENT TO THE 
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE STATES OF DELIBERATION 

 
 
The Presiding Officer 
The States of Guernsey 
Royal Court House 
St Peter Port 
 
 
6th February 2007 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Executive Summary 
 
This report proposes a simple amendment to Rule 20 (2A) of the Rules of Procedure 
which, if approved by the States, will enable Members of the States who have served as 
either People’s Deputy or Douzaine Representative for a period of not less than four 
years in the previous eight years to be eligible to hold the office of Chief Minister.  
Presently only service as a People’s Deputy is counted for this purpose. 
 
Report 
 

1. Rule 20 (2A) of the Rules of Procedure is in the following terms: 
 

 “Any Member of the States shall be eligible to hold the office of Chief 
Minister provided that he shall have held the office of People’s Deputy 
for a period of not less than four years in the eight years immediately 
preceding the date set for election of a Chief Minister.” 

 
2. This Rule was approved by the States on the 27th April 2006 following 

consideration of a Report from the House Committee.  The relevant part of 
the report states: 

 
 “Should there be a rule that precludes new States Members, with no 

previous experience, from standing for the position of Chief Minister? 
 
Whilst the House Committee considers the introduction of a ‘previous 
experience’ rule unnecessary in respect of other offices, a majority of 
the Committee supports the introduction of such a rule with regard to 
the office of Chief Minister, believing it essential that the Chief Minister 
should have at least a full term’s previous experience of working within 
Guernsey’s system of government in order to discharge effectively the 
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responsibilities of that office.  Further, the Committee is of the opinion 
that such experience should be current: a person who had not served in 
one of the two previous terms of the States would be likely to have lost 
touch with the current issues of government. 
 
Recommendation: that candidates for the office of Chief Minister shall 
have held office as a People’s Deputy for not less than four years of the 
eight years immediately preceding the date set for the election.”. 

 
3. It will be noted that the above extract refers to previous experience of 

working within Guernsey’s system of government – it does not refer 
specifically to work as a People’s Deputy.  The House Committee has 
concluded that the wording adopted less than 12 months ago inadvertently 
disregarded service as a Douzaine Representative in prescribing the 
necessity for previous service as a People’s Deputy and therefore believes 
that this matter should be rectified before the forthcoming election of a Chief 
Minister. 

 
Recommendation 
 
The Committee recommends the States to resolve that Rule 20 (2A) of the Rules of 
Procedure of the States of Deliberation be amended with immediate effect by the 
addition of the words “or Douzaine Representative” after the words “People’s 
Deputy”. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
D P Le Cheminant 
Chairman 
 
 
(NB The Policy Council and the Treasury and Resources Department have 

waived their right to append statements to this Report in accordance with 
Rule 2 (2) of the “Rules of Procedure of the States of Deliberation”.) 

 
The States are asked to decide:- 

 
III.-  Whether, after consideration of the Report dated 6th February, 2007, of the House 
Committee, they are of the opinion:- 
 
To amend Rule 20 (2A) of the Rules of Procedure of the States of Deliberation with 
immediate effect by the addition of the words “or Douzaine Representative” after the 
words “People’s Deputy”. 
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APPENDIX 
 
 
 

The following letters of resignation were submitted without a request that they be 
debated.  The consequence is that there will be no debate on these letters.    
 

 
Letters of Resignation from the Chief Minister, Minister for the Commerce 
and Employment Department, Minister for the Culture and Leisure 
Department, Minister for the Education Department, Minister for the 
Environment Department, Minister for the Health and Social Services 
Department, Minister for the Home Department, Minister for the Public 
Services Department, Minister for the Social Security Department 

 
 

As stated in the Bailiff’s memorandum included earlier in this Billet d’État, a further 
Billet d’État will be issued requiring the States of Deliberation to assemble to elect a 
Chief Minister (meeting likely to be held on Monday 05 March 2007); a further Billet 
d’État will be issued requiring the States of Deliberation to assemble to elect such 
Ministers of Departments as may be required (meeting likely to be held on Wednesday 
07 March 2007); another Billet d’État will be issued requiring the States of Deliberation 
to assemble, if necessary, to elect Members of the States to such other offices as may 
arise following the consideration of the aforementioned Billets d’État (meeting could be 
held on Friday 09 March 2007). 
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tb/States/Resolutions/2007/March.VII 

I� THE STATES OF THE ISLA�D OF GUER�SEY 

O� THE 1
ST
 DAY OF MARCH 2007 

 
(Meeting adjourned from 28

th
 February 2007) 

 

The States resolved as follows concerning Billet d’Etat �o VII  

dated 13
th
 February 2007 

 

 

 

HOUSI�G DEPARTME�T 
 

RESIGNATION OF MINISTER 

 

I.-  At the instance of Deputy D B Jones, TO GRANT LEAVE TO WITHDRAW this 

Article. 

 

 

 

TREASURY A�D RESOURCES DEPARTME�T 
 

RESIGNATION OF MINISTER 

 

II.- At the instance of Deputy L S Trott, TO GRANT LEAVE TO WITHDRAW this  

Article. 

 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 

AMENDMENT TO THE 

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE STATES OF DELIBERATION 

 

III.-  After consideration of the Report dated 6
th
 February, 2007, of the House 

Committee:- 

 

To amend Rule 20 (2A) of the Rules of Procedure of the States of Deliberation 

with immediate effect by the addition of the words “or Douzaine 

Representative” after the words “People’s Deputy”. 

 

 

 

 

K.H. TOUGH 

HER MAJESTY’S GREFFIER 


